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PAUL TRAVIS: AFRICA, 1927-1928 
November 2, 1982 - January 2, 1983 

Native Ohioan Paul B. Travis (1891-1975) taught at the Cleveland 
Institute of Art from 1920 to 1957. In 1927, Travis became eligible for 
sabbatical leave and chose to visit Africa. He had first dreamed of seeing 
Africa when, as a child, he read Henry M. Stanley’s How I Found Livingston 
(1872) and In Darkest Africa (1890). The exhibition Paul Travis: Africa. 
l-P.27,-1928, traces Travis's eight-month journey from Cape Town, South Africa, 
to Cairo, Egypt, which fulfilled his childhood dream and so impressed on 
him the color and beauty of Africa that it inspired much of his future work. 
The exhibition will be on view at The Cleveland Museum of Art from 
November 2, 1982 through January 2, 1983. 

Included are more than a dozen of Travis's photographs of Africa 
displayed with more than 30 of his pencil sketches, lithographic crayon 
sketches, and watercolors of the people and places he visited. The 
juxtaposition of the photographs with Travis's drawings and paintings clearly 
shows how Africa influenced his work. In addition, a few of Travis's African 
plant and animal studies, several of his notebooks, and some of the African 
crafts that he collected — ceremonial throwing knives, swords, baskets, 
musical instruments, pottery, clothing, and a mat — are included in the 
exhibition. Travis originally purchased these objects with funds provided 
by the Gilpin Players, a black drama group who founded Karamu Theatre. 


(more) 


Paul Travis 


Organized by the Extensions Division of the Department of Art History 
and Education at The Cleveland Museum of Art, the exhibition is arranged 
geographically, with sections on South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, the Congo 
and Ujiji, Mt. Kilimanjaro, Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, and the Belgian Congo. 
Materials in the show are from the collection of The Cleveland Museum of Art 
and the collection of the artist's widow, Marjorie Travis. Many of the works 
in the show have not been exhibited before. 

A 48-page catalog, written by Ann Boger of the Museum’s Extensions 
Division, is available at the Museum Bookstore for $4. She will present 
gallery talks on Wednesday, November 3, and Sunday, November 7, at 1:30, 
in the exhibition. Elizabeth Dreyfuss, Travis's daughter, will share 
personal reminiscences of her father following each gallery talk. 

Paul Travis: Africa. 1927-1928 . is part of the Museum's Extensions 
Division circulating exhibits program and has already been shown at the 
Beachwood Museum, Beachwood , Ohio and the Kenneth Beck Center in Lakewood, 

Ohio. After the showing in the Classroom Level Gallery at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, the exhibition will travel to the Willoughby School of Fine Arts 
(January 16 - February 26, 1983), and the Ashtabula Fine Arts Center 
(April 30 - May 29, 1983). 


